7ar  Minister  has  just  bad  a  yritten  explanation 
of  the  following  briefly  summarized  purport ’delivered  to 
ae  bv  General  MAJIRI: 


Spate' '?! 


telegrai:  (secret  cipher  proc) 


Tokyo,  20  May  1939 
Arrival,  20  !'ay  39 


1110  hours 
2300  hours 


No.  213  of  5/20 


IPS  DOC.  NO.  4043  (Item  21) 


Exh.  No._. 


Most  Urgent 


FOR  THE  REICH  FOREIGN  MINISTER 


Five-Minister  Conference  reached  Japanese 
decision  on  mllltarv  pact  today.  Foreign  Minister  will 
Inform  German  Government  Sunday  r.t  the  latest.  Army  achieved 
unity  within  forces,  put  through  the  demand  In  prin¬ 

ciple,  conceded  a  few  changes  In  formulation.  Japanese 
government  hopes  that  unity  with  Germany  and  Italy  will 
be  reeched  with  dispatch  If  possible  on  this  basis.  Army 
seeks  secret  Initialing  simultaneously  with  signing  /of/ 
German-Itellan  Pact  In  order  to  e^^a|pij.^h  In  advance  three- 
Dower  c>'aracter  of  alliance.  ’"Ith  this  In  view  /the/  War 
Minister  repeatedly  expressed  the  request  that  the  Reich 
Foreign  Minister  In  the  full  confidence  In  the  Army’s 
honesty  and  oower  to  win  out  might  take  no  notice  of  slight 
chancres  In  the  German  proposals  ' 


Impressive  declaration  stresses  firm  decision  /of/ 
Army  in  spite  of  Initial  difficulties  within  and  without  to 
make  the  alliance  fully  effective  as  was  the  A^itl- 

Comlntern  Pact.  Japanese  history  teaches,  /ht  went  on  to  say/ 
that  Janan  aporoached  the  conclusion  of  treaties  with  partlcu-  ’ 
lar  circumspection  and  hesltatlo' ,  but  that  she  carried  out 
Ir  full  faith  tre-tles  once  concluded.  Army  hgi^  not  been  able 
In  such  a’  short  time  to  eliminate  com-Dletely  the  friendly 
feelings  for  England  so  long  cultivated,  but  asstimed  full 
guarantee  for  gradual  saturation  of  all  parts  of  the  nation 
with  concent  of  alliance  as  the  proper  guiding  principle  -of 
Ja'^anese  national  policy. 


Have  got  the  Impression  from  numerous  Indications 
that  today's  cabinet  decision  Is  of  conclusive  significance. 

earmarks  of  plainest  sincerity 
and  was  TAsentB  with  Alemn  earn/tbrnea^TX  '•  J  ' 


RETURM  TO  ROOM  361 


f  M /  If  »  ^  m 


V/.  P.  CUIulNG 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  n’.e  this  23rd  day  of  April  1946, 

/s/  G.  H.  Garde 


G.  H.  GARDE 
Lt.  Colonel.  AGD 
Acting  Adjutant  General 

Office  of  unitary 
Government  for  Germany  (U.S«) 


AFFIDAVIT 

I,  V/.  P.  Ctunnlng,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depose  and  say» 


1.  That  I  am* an  Attache  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
State  on  the  Staff  of  the  United  States  Political  Adviser  on 
German  Affairs,  and  as  such  I  am  a  representative  of  the  Office 
of  unitary  Government  for  Germany  (U.S.)*  Ihat  in  my  capacity 
as  above  set  forth,  I  have  in  my  possession,  custody,  and  con¬ 
trol  at  the  Berlin  Documents  Center.  Berlin,  Germany,  the 
original  captured  German  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives. 


5.  That  said  original  document,  of  which  the  attached  is  a 
photostatic  copy,  is  being  hold  and  retained  by  me  in  order  that 
It  may  be  examined  and  inspected  by  various  interested  agencies, 
and  a  photostatic  copy  of  said  original  is  hereby  furnished  and 
certified  to  because  of  the  unavailability  of  said  original  for 
the  reasons  above  set  forth. 


2.  That  said  original  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives 
were  captured  and  obtained  by  military  forces  under  the  command 
of  the  Supreme  Commander,  Allied  Expeditionary  Forces,  and  upon 
their  seizure  and  capture  were  first  assembled  by  said  military 
forces  at  a  Military  Document  Center  at  Uarburg,  Germany,  and 
were  later  moved  by  authorized  persoruiel  of  said  Allied  forces 
to  said  central  dociunents  center,  above  referred  to,  and  known 
as  the  Berlin  Documents  Center. 


3.  That  I  was  assigned  to  said  document  center  at  Marburg, 
Germany,  on  August  15.  1945i  and  said  captured  German  P'orelgn 
Office  files  and  arcfiives  first  cane  into  my  possession  and 
control  while  I  7/as  stationed  at  Uarburg,  Germany,  and  that 
thereafter  the  same  have  continued  in  my  possession  and  custody 
and  under  my  control. 


4.  That  the  document  to  which  this  affidavit  is  attached 
is  a  true  and  correct  photostatic  copy  of  an  original  German 
Foreign  Office  document  which  was  captured  from  said  German 
Foreign  Office  files  and  archives,  and  which  came  into  my 
possession  and  custody  and  under  my  control  in  the  manner  above 
set  forth. 
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IP9  J)oo.  Ko.  4045  (Item  25) 


Exhibit  No 


t 


Telegram  (Secret  Cipher  Proo.) 

Tokyo,  27  Uay  1939  1645  hrs. 

Arrival  I  27  May  1939  1145  ** 

Ho.  228  of  5/27  MOST  URQENTI 


For  State  Secretary  in  person. 

Strictly  secret.  —  Referenoei  Telegram  of  23rd,  No.  217. 

On  hearing  rumors  of  new  cabinet  struggles  over  alliance  asked  Array  for 
Information  wherev^on  ^spokesman  gave  an  exposition  which  can  explain  the 
contradictions  reported  in  preceding  telegrami  Foreign  Minister  wired  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  five  ministers  of  20  May  to  Berlin  and  Rome  in  a  form  whioh  Army 
rejeets,  because  it  does  not  automatioally  fix  the  entrance  into  a  state  of 
war  against  England  and  Franoe,but  prop<.vod  tomaMo  Vi  co-dBs  exVaa'tiai 

at  the  time.  Japanese  Aoibassadors  i||9f].in  Rome  had  refused  transmittal. 

Priise  Minister  had  ascertained  this  departure  from  the  deoision  after  it 
had  left  and  had  delivered  /his/  own  correction  to  cabinet,  ffith  the  ex¬ 
press  approval  of  Supreme  INar  Council  War  Minister  is  again  struggling 
together  with  the  Prime  Minister  for  clear  conception  of  this  baslo  questlonf 

Pointed  out  partioularly  to  spokesman  that  theoretical r eservations  of  • 
Navy  vis-a-vis  Western  Powers  stood  in  crassest  oontradiotion  of  their  pro¬ 
cedure  in  Amoy  and  Western  Powers  themselves  are  working  for  a  Soviet 
alliiuioe  that  would  necessarily  affect  Japan  seriously. 

Spokesman  personally  oqm^q^  possibility  of  resignation  of  foreign 
minister.  Private  secretary  of  Prime  Minister  who,,  moreover,  seemed  con¬ 
cerned  regarding  remaining  /in  power/  of  whole  cabinet  expressed 
similar  view.  Hear  from  other  source  that  Enq>eror  had  made  agreement 
/betweeV  Army  and  Navy  a  condition  for  his  assent  in  answer  to  Prince 
KAN-IN,  who  represented  the  alliance  demands  of  the  Army. 

Regarding  stubborn  resistanoe  of  opponents  of  alliance  rumors  are 
cropping  up  of  terroristic  plans  of  rodloal  groups. 


AFFIDAVIT 


If  V/.  P.  Ciunnlng,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depose  and  says 

1.  That  I  am  an  Attache  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
State  on  the  Staff  of  the  United  States  Political  Adviser  on 
German  Affairs,  and  as  such  I  am  a  representative  of  the  Office 
of  unitary  Government  for  Germany  (U.S*).  lhat  In  my  capacity 
as  above  set  forth,  I  have  In  my  possession,  custody,  and  con¬ 
trol  at  the  Berlin  Documents  Center.  Berlin,  Germany,  the 
original  captured  German  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives. 

2.  That  said  original  Foreign  Office  files  and  archives 
were  captured  and  obtained  by  military  forces  under  the  command 
of  the  Supreme  Commander,  Allied  Expeditionary  Forces,  and  upon 
their  seizure  and  capture  were  first  assembled  by  said  military 
forces  at  a  Military  Document  Center  at  Marburg.  Germany,  and 
were  later  moved  by  authorized  personnel  of  said  Allied  forces 
to  said  central  documents  center,  above  referred  to,  and  known 
as  the  Berlin  Documents  Center. 

3.  That  I  was  assigned  to  said  document  center  at  Marburg, 
Germany,  on  August  15.  194-5;  and  said  captured  German  Foreign 
Office  files  and  archives  first  came  Into  my  possession  and 
control  while  I  v/as  stationed  at  Marburg,  Germany,  and  that 
thereafter  the  same  have  continued  In  my  possession  and  custody 
and  under  my  control. 

4.  That  the  document  to  which  this  affidavit  Is  attached 
Is  a  true  and  correct  photostatic  copy  of  an  original  German 
Foreign  Office  document  which  was  captured  from  said  German 
Foreign  Office  files  and  archives,  and  which  came  Into  my 
possession  and  custody  and  under  my  control  In  the  manner  above 
set  forth. 

5.  That  said  original  document,  of  which  the  attached  Is  a 
photostatic  copy.  Is  being  held  and  retained  by  me  In  order  that 
It  may  be  examined  and  Inspected  by  various  Interested  agencies, 
and  a  photostatic  copy  of  said  original  Is  hereby  furnished  and 
certified  to  because  of  the  unavailability  of  said  original  for 
the  reasons  above  set  forth. 

/s/  V/.  P.  Gumming _ 

W.  P.  CUIiiJNG 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23rd  day  of  April  1946. 

/s/  G.  H.  Garde 
G.  H.  GARDE 
Lt.  Colonel.  AGD 
Acting  Adjutant  General 

^  Office  of  Military 

Government  for  Germany  (U.S.) 
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